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SCHOOL PRESENTATION

School area  

- Michele Amari building
- Villa Giulia building 
- Maestri del lavoro building
School context
- Social and economic Background 

- Territory relations
Laboratories and services 

- Multimedia Interactive Board
- The Giocorì Theatre

- The library 

- The multimedia classroom 

- The multipurpose hall 

- The garden 

- The courtyard 

- The scientific laboratory 

Purpose of School 

- The kindergarten 

- The Primary School 

- People with Disabilities 

- New Citizenship 

- New Humanism 

The school time 
- Time of the school, curriculum, teaching, learning 

- Curricular activities 

- Extra activities 

- Teaching Catholic Religion 

- The recreation time
- Safety Week 

- School-family Meeting 

The construction of the Curriculum 

- Curriculum of the Infant School 

- Curriculum of the Primary School

- Local Curriculum 

- Curriculum of the territory 

Our educational offerings 

- Enriching curriculum 

- Enriching extracurriculum
School area
The "Michele Amari" School is located in the district Oreto-station in Palermo city. The headquarters has its own entry in 33, Gian Filippo Ingrassia street. From the windows of the classrooms pleced on Archirafi street  you can enjoy the splendid view of the Botanic Garden. 

Michele Amari building 

The building of “Michele Amari” central unit was founded in 1937 and includes 10 Primary School classrooms and 4 Kindergarten sections. The wide, bright and spacious building is located on a higher level than the elevated road. There are the special disabilities architectural structures, created during the recent renovation funded by EE.LL. 

Villa Giulia building 

The “Villa Giulia” building, located in 29, Foro Umberto I road, enjoys a privileged position as it lies between the sea and the Foro Italico Garden. The complex is located within the Institute "House Work and Prayer" founded by Father Messina. The school was founded during the apostolate of the "crazy for God" at the beginning of the XIX century. It upheld orphans and abandoned children of the district Sant'Erasmo and, in 1909, welcomed even children survivors from the earthquake in Messina. 

In this building there are 5 primary classrooms. 

Maestri del lavoro building
The “Maestri del lavoro” (Labor’s teachers) building of work is located in the street number 29, a few steps from the river and the Oreto street, on the ground floor of a building where there are some flats. It includes 5 sections of Kindergarten. The continuity of education process is guaranteed by a stable teachers group working over the years. In fact the teachers have an established relationship with the families and the territory. The families are informed periodically on school projects, the purposes of the school, educational goals. The school building is on one floor. It consists of an articulated corridor which is open to six classrooms, a lounge-room video - multimedia and a bathroom.

School context 

Social-economic background

Oreto-Station quarter has a composite structure as a former social classes (mainly made up of traders, artisans and workers) was added after the expansion-construction-class jobs. The percentage of the unemployed people living with a sometimes irregular activity at the margins of legality is high. The families can be divided into three level categories. A first group is composed by the families employed in public sectors and in trade, that have an average education and a good economic welfare. They live in residential areas, they are suitable and motivated as for education and school. The second group includes families that have higher education, they ask for afterschool activities carefully and participation. A third group includes disadvantaged families, that are disrupted by separation or imprisonment of the wife or of the husband; they are characterized by emotional deficiencies, poor motivation towards education, deficiencies in the parental role. Everyone of them, however, expresses a positive respect for family, for elderly, for children, they work very hard. Moreover, for about a decade, in the district there have been several families of immigrants (Chinese, Moroccans, Tunisians, Nigerians, Senegaleses) that live and work there. The lack of youth aggregation centres (recreational, sports, social centres) ensures that children and adolescents spend much time on the street, often favouring the school dropout. 

The students, reflecting the family context in which they live, can be divided into types, although none of them is placed in a rigid class. A first group includes students who live in residential space culturally appropriate and are encouraged by families. A second group includes students who, though coming from a socio-cultural modest environment, follow the school activities with sufficient attention and participation in that process, reaching a reasonable profit. A third group includes children who come from disadvantaged families and/or broken and emotional deficiencies, hygiene / food, behavioral problems  insufficient attentive capacity and self-control, insecurity, difficulties in living in accordance with the rules of others, listening difficulties. These children very often use a language influenced by the dialect, poor in vocabulary and structure of the sentence and  they require a long time to internalize the knowledge and standards. The road represents a model of life that often gives negative behavioral patterns. Immigrants live the inconvenience of uprooting and adapting to new socio-cultural and their real settlement in the local community is not always simple and smooth. Within the area of this school, the number of households with persons with disabilities is not very consistent. 

Territory Relations 

Inside its territory, the school defines its role, its own identity, its autonomy. In order to achieve this, an inquiry will be made for mutual recognition of different responsibilities and for identification of educative intervention in different contexts: 

- Connections with public and private groups 

- Agreements with the University 

- Connections with schools for implementing new networks
- Connections with other schools in the territory  

- GOSP interaction with schools in the territory  

- Interaction GOIAM 

- Interaction newspapers "La Repubblica" and "Giornale di Sicilia" 

- Collecting signatures for a petition to open a gym in the territory  

- Training course for RSPP organized at the Primary School "Michele Amari" 

- Collecting signatures for the creation of the Oreto Park (Fiumara d'Arte) 

- Sporting events at the Palmerin soccer fields to join the project "Growing together in Sport and

   Legality" which was attended by pupils of the fifth class” 

- Welcoming trainees of the course in Primary Education Sciences - University of Palermo. 

- Opening afternoon: the public library for adults 

Laboratories and services 

What is a laboratory? Searching in a dictionary, the word laboratory is defined as "a building or a room equipped and dedicated to the study of a particular topic, not necessarily Science, the main synonyms are factory, shop, manufacturing, studio, atelier ... The laboratory is a physical space but also and above all a mental space, a professional habit of discovery in the field.

"Michele Amari" School promotes a teaching laboratory as a working methodology and research in the process of teaching-learning that occurs both in the classroom, both in a space and structured laboratory. 

Multimedia Interactive Board 

The LIM, Multimedia Interactive Board (Lavagna), is a tool with high potential that is a support and complement of the traditional teaching tools. It’s easily transportable in the classrooms, it’s a tool used by all teachers, not only by the Information Technology teacher! In Italy using the LIM means to be in the forefront in the world but it is already fairly widespread, although the acrostic is obviously different and commonly is called "Interactive whiteboard”. If we have not got it,  a traditional blackboard can be used and, even, we can hang some sheets of paper on the walls of the classroom: they are connected to a computer or a video projector, which can project the computer desktop on the LIM. A special software installed on your computer can be used to "write" with virtual pens on the surface of the blackboard and to interact with various programs (from the traditional software Office to the Internet, Google-Earth, etc.) or to save files composed by many slides or even movies where there are explained full lessons. 

The intelligent use of LIM makes the learning process easier and more positive. It becomes especially operational, interactive, multidisciplinary, allowing to keep the product of the lessons in a specific database. It is not a magic wand: the teacher must have clear ideas about learning goals, but, as a motivation and aggregation tool, the LIM can be very useful, especially to help the hyperactive or disabled children. 

The Giocorì theatre

The Giocorì Theatre is placed at the bottom of the corridor, on the first floor of Amari Building. The equipment has been taken and made by recycled material, sets and costumes already in allocation of the school (possibly revised) or obtained by organizing collections of materials by recovery (ribbons, paper gift cards, pastry, used clothes, Carnival clothes, etc). The creations are made using brushes and pencils, paper, cardstock, markers, spray paint polishes, tissues, cellophane. 

The theatre activities provide a unique resource in the context of education and especially in the involvement of pupils to obtain some recovery expenses, to fight against demotivation in pupils with difficulty and uncontrolled behavior. The main task is to reach fully development in the artistic skills, mobility, verbal memory, social and emotional consciousness; to increase the interest, the self-esteem, the self-confidence, assertiveness; to promote self-discipline, organization, tolerance, respect, understanding and to train creativity. Together with sport, they are mainly the only useful alternative, extremely challenging, flexible and immediate in its endless explanations, for children and teens, who use television and virtual reality more and more today and who are a risk of undermining the harmonious development, both physical and mental, of their future character and personality. 

The Theatre Giocorì Project is considered a preliminary phase in a full training, in which in particular the magic and fun-religious dimension of theatre is present; children can move fully at ease and interact, carrying and making the most of their capacity, the creation of a common form of original art. 

The Library 

The Library of "Michele Amari” school was opened during the school year 2007/08 and it’s a world to discover! Very different from the dusty places that usually we can see in science fiction films like abandoned rooms filled up with paperwork! 

The school library aims to become a real " mental laboratory " as well as a physical space filled up with books of high quality. It is a place where students can develop the pleasure of reading, playing with words, create new stories, inventing new characters, decode illustrations, discover new techniques to illustrate stories. 

It’s also a new organizational model that allows for foster exploration, research and collection of information through small-group and the socialization of work made. 

The multimedia classroom 

The multimedia classroom called "Valerio Manto” is located on the ground floor of the “Michele Amari” building. The multimedia laboratory is equipped with a LIM (Multimedia Interactive Board) and it has got 30 working seats presenting LCD flat screens, printers and scanners. The use and usefulness of a multimedia classroom are expressed clearly and effectively in the Directions for the curriculum: “(...) the gradual competence in the use of specific tools and Communication will enable pupils to develop their ideas and to present them with accuracy, it also will enable them to find, interpret and share information, to organize, process, find, store and reuse materials. Developing ability towards a critic attitude and evaluation, objective validity general, will be also compared to information that are increasingly available in the network, which require their use for a significant and relevant inclusion in appropriate frameworks reference and organization”. 

The multipurpose hall 

The multipurpose hall, located on the first floor of the"Amari" building, is a flexible space that changes and turns depending on the uses and needs and it can become movie hall, classroom-conference, ballroom, stage, auditorium, space to meet authors and illustrators, and then interviews with celebrities but even "room of the shadows" and meeting place of "dog-cop "!!!! 

The garden 

The garden of the school is a place where the pupils can develop skills to explore the environment through the observation of both physical and biotic factors characterizing a certain space, both the surface layers of soil and species animal and vegetable identifying those specific areas. 

The garden is also the place where they can observe and understand the seasons changes associated with high and low temperature weather but also the position of the sun during the day and the behavior of the plants to their main source of life. 

Through observations on the ground we can allow pupils to process the first scientific concepts environmental check, and then in practice in the school science laboratory. It's a place where, through structured learning paths-power, we can develop our pupils’ five senses: touch, sight, hearing, smell and taste but also and above all the "private" place where taking care of plants and nature.

Work in progress: expected recovery of a number of areas of the garden to equip as real "outdoor classrooms" through the creation of "thematic areas" (fruit plants, aromatic plants, cactuses, etc) to give the students effective learning pathways Lawn Care and respect for nature. 

The courtyard 

The courtyard of the school is a recreational place but also a training one. It’s a space where pupils have good snacks during the day and play freely, make activities and sports or aerobics using music. The courtyard often becomes an outdoor theatre "where young and old artists perform perhaps using small chairs that are transformed (with some 'fancy) in "wasps" to go on vacation! Through the imagination and creativity of the pupils’ mothers, an old anonymous green wall was changed in a splendid view of the city, becoming a backdrop to the sky with the open windows on the courtyard made during the "Museum of children and mothers in the school”. The children themselves have made the " Weave landscape "that characterize the entry of the central building. 

The courtyard is certainly the place of meetings, both informal (parents who talk to each other and exchange information in time to take or pick up their children from school), and formal. It is structured like an outdoor meeting and event, an educational chats and celebrations of anniversaries place.
Being a space that is transformed, the student learns to seize new relations with the surrounding area, between one’s and the other’s body, refining gaze and attention: the visions become real instruments of investigation. 

The scientific laboratory 

The scientific laboratory is located on the second floor of the Amari building and it has been built thanks to the FSE (European money) after the approval of the Plan of Integrated Institute that the school had presented in relation to PON 2007/13, during the school year 2007/08. 

The scientific laboratory can achieve what Freinet argued: "Knowledge, not through the study of rules and laws, but through the experience. Studying initially these rules and these laws is like putting the cart before the horse. Rules and laws are the result of experience while formulas are worthless. " 

Therefore, the scientific laboratory is designed as a place where research and that of adult children come together and complete; an environment where a systematic observation of phenomena and things is made through deductive and inductive method, operating in an area which is renewed for the curiosity of the students on the study of science and natural phenomena. Experience in the field can improve the need to observe in the pupils. 

The child must understand to "see" and understand in practice what is happening. You can learn how to do things and think about what you are doing. In this way, the child can observe, reflect and discover the nature and scientific wonders because, he acts like a scientist and includes the value of knowledge. This has a significant educational value because it allows you to reach more awareness, it raises interest and promotes the ability of analysis, depth, connection and synthesis that will be undoubtedly useful for students in continuing their education process. 

The purpose of the school 

The purpose of the school should be defined in relation with how a person learns, with the originality of his individuality and with the possibilities offered by the network of relationships that connect the family and the social areas. The definition and implementation of the educational and teaching strategies must always take into account the uniqueness and complexity of each person, articulate his/her identity,  his/her aspirations and capabilities of his/her fragility, in various stages of development and training. 

The student is placed at the centre of the education process in all its aspects: cognitive, emotional, relational, bodily, aesthetic, ethical, spiritual, religious. In this perspective, teachers should think and achieve their educational aims not for abstract individuals, but for people who live here and now, who ask precise existential questions, who look for horizons of meaning. 

Since the first years of schooling it is important that teachers define their proposals in a steady relationship with children and adolescents’ basic needs and desires. important The moments of the passage that mark milestones major learning and growth of every student are very important. 

Particular care is necessary to transform a class into a group, to promote cooperative ties among its components. The school must be considered as a welcoming place, involving in this task the students themselves. They are, in fact, important conditions for the well-being at school, in order to achieve a wider participation in children and adolescents and to share a common educational project. The creation of important links with the group does not contradict the choice of putting the individual at the centre of education, but with the opposite condition indispensable for the development of the personality of each. 

The school must lay the foundations for the training of children and adolescents knowing that  it will continue in all subsequent stages of life. In this way the school provides the keys to learn how to learn, to build and transform the knowledge making continually consistent maps with the rapid and often unpredictable evolution of knowledge and their objects. In this way we can hope to develop the tools of knowledge necessary to understand the natural, social, cultural, anthropological contexts where students will live and operate. 

(taken by "Directions to the curriculum," Culture School Person, centrality of the person) 

 

Purpose of kindergarten 

The kindergarten, freely chosen by the pupils’ families, is aimed at all children aged from 3 to 6 years and it represents the answer to their right to education. (...) Thanks to the kindergarten, every child has the possibility to promote the development of identity, autonomy, competence, citizenship. 

Developing the identity means learning how to stay healthy and feel safe in new experiences in an enlarged social environment. It means getting to know and to feel recognized as being unique and unrepeatable, but also to experience different roles and various forms of identity: son, companion, male or female, resident of a territory, belonging to a community. 

Developing the autonomy involves the acquisition of the ability to interpret and govern their bodies, participate in activities in different contexts; have confidence in themselves and trust the others, realize its activities without discouragement; feel pleasure in making himself and know how to ask for help, with different languages expressing the feelings and emotions, exploring the 

reality and nature, objects, art, land and its traditions through reworking individual and collective experiences and through play. With the game children express themselves, learn to tell stories, interpret and combine them in a creative, subjective and social experience. 

The learning environment is organized by teachers so that every child feels recognized and supported and he improves the child with weaker skills, the child whose family comes from afar, the boy with frailty and difficulty, the child who needs special education, with disabilities, as everyone should know how to combine the natural limit with tension toward its success. 

(from "Directions to the curriculum, Kindergarten) 

Purpose of Primary School 

In a very short time, we experienced a shift from a relatively stable social situation to a society marked by many changes and discontinuity. This new scenario is ambivalent: for each person, for every community, society multiplies both the risks and the opportunities. 

The environments where there is the school are more rich in cultural stimuli, but also more contradictory. Today the school is just one of the many experiences of training that children and adolescents live and to acquire specific skills there is often needs for their school and, for this reason, school can not abdicate the responsibility of promoting the students’ ability to give meaning to the variety of their experiences in order to reduce the fragmentation and the episodic nature that characterize children and adolescents’ lives. 

The horizon area of the school is expanding. Each specific area has links with the various areas of the world and thereby constitutes a microcosm that plays at local opportunities, interactions, tensions, global partnerships. Every single person, in his daily experience, must take account of numerous and diverse increasingly information and must compare with the plurality of cultures. In his formation, student is found to interact with different cultures, but he has tools to understand them and put them in connection with his own experiences. School is responsible for providing adequate support. 

(from "The indications for the curriculum," Person Culture School, the school in the new scenario) 

Disabled 

School has the task of providing adequate support so that every person could reach a conscious and open development. Full implementation of the recognition and guarantees of freedom and equality (Articles 2 and 3) of the Italian constitution, respecting the differences of all is required today, so even more attentive and focused, the commitment of teachers and all operators of the school, but also it requires the cooperation of social formations in a new dimension of integration between school and territories, so that everyone can: "Play, according to their possibilities and their own choice, an activity or function that contributes to the material and spiritual progress of society "(Article 4 of the Italian constitution). 

Let us not forget that in this situation of potential wealth training there are old forms of illiteracy and cultural marginalization. These are interwoven with illiteracy return, which are likely to prevent many of the exercise of full citizenship. Moreover, dissemination of information technologies and communication, together with other great opportunities, also threatens to introduce penalties range of possibilities in expression of who has not yet access to these technologies. 

This situation at school is even more evident. At present, in fact, the relations with the tools are very unevenboth among students and among teachers. 

Even the relationship between the training system and the working world is  rapidly changing. 

Each person have to reorganize and reinvent his own knowledge, skills and even work. The techniques and skills become obsolete in a few years. That is why the goal of the school can’t be mainly to pursue the development of individual techniques and skills, rather,it must be that of training each person firmly on the cognitive and cultural objectives. 

The transmission standard and regulatory knowledge that sends invariant content designed for individuals are no longer adequate. Instead, the school is called to make training more responsive to students' personal inclinations, with a view to enhance the distinctive features of the personality of each. 

In this scenario, the school enjoys some specific purpose: to offer students opportunities for learning languages and cultural bases, so that students can acquire the tools of thought needed to learn how to select information; to promote the ability to develop methods and categories that are able to do by compass in personal itineraries to promote the autonomy of the students’ thought, to guide teachers to the construction of knowledge from practical training needs. 

In this perspective, school fully implements its civil service by engaging, for the success of all school students, with special attention to support for various forms of diversity, disability or disadvantage. This involves knowing how to accept the challenge connected with that diversity: first of all, the class, where individual situations are recognized and valued differently, so that the difference becomes inequality also in the country, so that situations of social disadvantage, economic, cultural not prevent achieving the essential objectives of quality that we must ensure. 

In both cases the purpose enshrined in our Constitution to ensure and promote the dignity and equality of all students without distinction of sex, race, language, religion, political opinion, of personal and social conditions "and committing themselves to remove obstacles of any kind which could prevent "the full development of the person human. " 

(from "The indications for the curriculum," Person Culture School, the school in the new scenario). 

New citizenship 

The school has a double training line: vertical and horizontal. The vertical line expresses the need to set up a training which can then continue learning throughout life; the horizontal line indicates the need for careful collaboration between school and players with extra features at different educational levels: the family at first place. 

Teaching the rules of life and live for the school are tasks even more inescapable today than before, because there are many cases where families meet more or less difficulty in performing their educational role. 

School can not interpret this as a simple response to an emergency. It should not transform the stresses that come from various sectors of society in a proliferation of micro-investing the most disparate of life for students, with the intent to establish specific behavioural rules for every situation. The objective isn’t to accompany the student step by step in the daily lives, but to propose an education that pushes to make independent choices possible and fruitful, as a result of a comparison of its projects with the values that guide the society in which they live. 

School consistently pursue the goal of building an alliance with educating parents. 

School is open to families and to the surrounding area, making pivot on the instruments provided covered by the school, which prior to a set of rules is a way of conceiving the ratio of schools with community, local and national. The acquisition of autonomy is a decisive moment for schools. With it has already initiated a process increasing responsibility shared by teachers and managers, which also favours the close connection of each school with its territory. 

In educating the community, the school generates widespread conviviality relational, interwoven with affective and emotional language, and can also promote the sharing of those values they do hear members of society as part of a community itself. The school alongside the task "of teaching to learn" what "of being". 

The objective is to enhance the uniqueness and singularity of the cultural identity of each student. The presence of children and adolescents with different cultural roots is a phenomenon now structural and can no longer be considered incidental: it must become an opportunity for all. It is not enough to recognize and preserve the diversity existing in their pure and simple autonomy. We must, instead, actively support their interaction and their integration through knowledge of our and other cultures, in a comparison that does not circumvent issues such as religious beliefs, family roles, gender differences. 

The promotion and development of each person stimulates a mutual promotion and development of other people: everyone learns better in relation with others. It is not enough live in society, but society itself must continually create it together. 

The education system should train citizens to participate knowingly in the construction of their community and from a wider point if view, of their national, European and world awareness. We must not forget that school has had the task of forming national spirit through a homogenous culture. Today, however, the broader task of educating may arise the coexistence through the use of different cultural roots and identity of each student. The aim is that some citizenship remains cohesive and tied to the founding values of tradition, by a variety of expressions and personal experiences much richer than in the past. 

To educate a unified and plural citizenship, a path is knowledge and transmission of our national traditions and memories: we can not realize the full possibilities of this without a deep memory and sharing historical roots. This will needs a full exploitation of cultural property on the national territory, just to enrich the daily experience of the student with cultural material, art, ideas, values. 

Our school must be addressed to Italian citizens who are both citizens in Europe and in the world. The most important problems that now affect our continent and the whole humanity can not be tackled and solved within national borders, but only through the understanding of being part of the great traditions of a single European community as a single global community of destiny. Because students acquire such an understanding, it is necessary that the school will help them to put in the revealed report many cultural experiences in different areas and different times of European and human history. School is the place where this is developed  between past and future, between memory and project. 

(from "Directions to the curriculum," Culture School Person, for a new nationality) 

New Humanism 

The relations between the microcosm and the macrocosm staff of humanity and the planet today must be understood in two ways. On one hand everything that happens in the world affects the lives of every person, on the other hand each person takes in its own hands a single liability towards the future of humanity. 

School can and should bring this awareness towards this responsibility to children and adolescents, in all stages of their training. To reach this end, students do not meet with the mere accumulation of information in many different fields, but only with the full domain of individual disciplines and, simultaneously, with the development of their multiple connections. There is therefore a decisive new alliance between science, history, humanities, arts and technology, able to delineate the prospect of a new humanism. In this perspective, the school will pursue some main goals: 

     * To re-teach the great objects of knowledge - the universe, the planets, the nature, life, humanity, society, body, mind, history - in a complex way, that can overcome the fragmentation of disciplines and incorporate them into new overviews. 

     * To promote the knowledge of a new humanism: the ability to grasp issues from essential problems, and the ability to understand the implications for the human condition, of new developments in science and technology, the ability to assess the limits and possibility of knowledge and the ability to live and act in a world constantly change. 

     * To raise the awareness that major problems of the human condition (the environmental degradation, climate chaos, the energy crisis, the unequal distribution of resources, health and illness, the encounter and confrontation of cultures and religions, the dilemmas bioethics, the search for a new quality of life) can be addressed and resolved through close cooperation not only among nations but also between disciplines and between cultures. 

 

All these objectives can be achieved at an early stage of training students. The handling experiment, the game, the narrative and artistic expressions such as music are many occasions to learn by practice that which will subsequently be made the subject of more elaborate theoretical knowledge and experiments. Meanwhile, the study of historical, social, cultural areas where you have developed knowledge has provided a full understanding. Moreover, the personal experiences that children and adolescents have done of nature, culture, society and history are an important access route for awareness to more general problems and knowledge of broader horizons in space and time. But the most important prerequisite for achieving this objective is to rebuild in all the students spatial and temporal coordinates necessary to understand their position in relation to space and time, as compared to space and the timing even more extensive nature and the cosmos. 

Defining a framework for this tasks is both the scientific training (who they are and where I am in the universe, the earth, development?) and the humanities formation (who are, and where I am in human cultures, societies, in history?). In recent decades, in fact, disciplines once distant are cooperating in reconstructing a family tree of human populations and in tracing the timing the routes of the great migrations. Genetics, linguistics, archeology, anthropology, climatology, the comparative history of myths and religions have begun to outline a comprehensive history of humanity. For their part, philosophy, arts, economics, history of ideas, society, science and technology are highlighting how human populations have always communicated with each other and how the material and cultural innovations have always been produced by a long history of exchanges, interactions and traditions. For the first time the collaboration between genetics, paleontology, embryology, ecology, ethology, geology, biochemistry, biophysics, gives us an overview on major milestones in the history of life on earth and shows the close interdependence of all living forms. 

Today the Italian schools can offer such a concrete goal, thereby contributing to create the conditions for revitalizing the most senior and prolific of our tradition. This is recursively been marked by moments of intense creativity - such as classical Greek civilization and Latin America, Christianity, the Renaissance, and more generally, the contribution of artists, the musicians, scientists, explorers and artisans throughout the world and for all the modern age - where the encounter between different cultures has brought the idea of a being integral human, able to concentrate in the uniqueness of the many personal microcosm - macrocosm of the human aspects. 

(from "Directions to the curriculum," Culture School Person, for a new humanism) 

School Time 

As the inspector Italo dachshund, the school time can be analyzed in at least four ways, two of which refer to "terms" and two to "pace": In the first case we must distinguish between "school time" and "time of the curriculum" in the second between “education time" and "time of learning". 

  

Time of the school 

It is represented by the time (daily, weekly, monthly or any other unit of time) in which the school offers its services to users. It Can be calculated on the daily opening hours, in days per year (as expected in the legislation on school calendar), so in weeks. 

Usually the curriculum also includes integrative services designed by the Education Unit with its own resources or through appropriate arrangements with the educational agencies of the territory. This is the hypothesis of "school" that are been endorsed by the Ministry of P.I. even with appropriate agreements with the sporting world, agencies for environmental goods, culture and museums, Local Authorities and Regions, the world of production and work. After the autonomy, opportunities for expansion of time at school, have been more numerous and they can also be lit by individual schools or networks.

It should be noted that in this area they may be used to finance further (in addition to those provided by Directive 252/98) and this is based on national laws (for example the L. 285/97 on the protection Agency) or regional laws and, finally, directives of the European Union (for instance the European Social Fund). 

 
Time of the curriculum 

It represents the binding of time "because" each scholastic unit. It concerns the established amount of hours within which the real teaching activities (lectures, exercises, research, checks etc.) are made. At these "two" times you can then add the "time for services" (preschool, interschool and post school) which, added to the curriculum time, determine the "Time at school" above. The regulation scheme on autonomy introduces the distinction between core, alternative, integrative, optional activities. It should also be clear that, by now in all levels of school (as suggested by Law 59/97), the rule of compute hours for each discipline of study on an annual basis or cycle, multiplying the number of hours allotted by the standard weekly for 33 weeks (if basis of calculation is annual). The amount of hours thus obtained can be redistributed depending on criteria of "balance" to the different "rhythm" of 'teaching – learning” (see also the CM 29-7-1998, No 335 on the modular in elementary school). 

Now, with the functional organic and with the incentives system (extra time and functional time staff) and with the possibility of establishing agreements and contracts with external agencies, both the school and that of curriculum can re durations of time. The problems concern the opportunities (consistent with the needs of people and territory) and resources (human and material) that each school can have.
Time teaching 

The lack of a "culture education" school time determines the immediate identification of those with education and neglect the possible link between the processes and learning the rhythms of pupils. The time of teaching has nothing to do with durations, but also with the processes of learning (attention, reasoning, memory) of students. The design in this field requires proceedings at the time defined by General outline of the Map Services (DPCM 7-6-1995), referring in particular the training contract, or how to empower teachers to each other, parents and students about "learning tasks" that the community expects from students. But to do this it is necessary for the scholastic unit has a curriculum for school, or a course of study defined and shared both within (from teachers) that outside (parents and agencies of the territory). In turn the school curriculum requires "methodological agreements" within the Graduate School Groups (and/or Class Councils), or a design education coherent and cohesive and documentation processes such teaching 

to ensure transparency and comprehensibility by users of the service school. 

 

Time of learning 

If we ask what are the learning activities that is granted to students develop a school, discover that they are actually quite modest, like the time they dedicated. Very often are reduced to exercises, the repetitions (summaries or whatever) and the most varied forms of verification (from the written questions), then referring to "tasks at home" functions and timing of personnel (in the form of consolidation, deepening or customization of knowledge school). 

Many schools, more or less aware of the weakness of this approach, have "added" to normal business operations to give a "method of study" to pupils. We're just safe that this is the right way? Perhaps would not bother to organize the teaching so that is less transmission and more regulative, shifting the attention of professionalism teacher to actions of "tutoring" and "direction" of the cognitive processes of each individual student? 

Curricular activities 

In a scholastic week and during the morning, the curricular activities are structured in 27 hours for the disciplines and 3 hours for optional activities (choose by parents), 30 total hours per week. 

During the 3 optional hours are realized alternative routes and projects promoted by Ministry PI, by Regional Scholastic Office from  Sicily, by Provincial Scholastic Office from  Palermo, by local authorities, from public and private groups, from foundations and other authorized entities. This to ensure in all classes and all pupils of laboratory and for not undermine other initiatives (even essential) for the conduct of disciplinary activities. 

These paths, as well as enrich the program proposed by the school, offer opportunities important and formative experiences on successful development of specific skills. 

Extra activities 

The extra activities are held in the afternoon and have proposed and implemented by teachers available to carry out enrichment of the training, paid with the Fund for the educational institution (FIS). Projects in extra-time included in POF (Plan of Education) in relation to the training needs are emerging-new opportunities to develop in students operational capabilities, creativity and critical sense. 

Religion Catholic teaching 

At the time of their child to school if the parent chooses to use or not teaching of the Catholic religion. Optional activities you need to ensure that pupils do not take advantage of the Catholic religion and being provided in each class 3 hours weekly enrichment curriculum, with laboratory activities aimed at enhancing the "local curriculum" are well prepared routes and those activities, designed the whole team teacher, carried out (even and especially) during the times when one of two to three classes of module is the teaching of the Catholic religion. This is to: 

- Enter into a pact with training the students who do not have recourse to the Catholic religion, explaining to them that the "transfer" in another class/section follows a structured concerning the enhancement of local curriculum which the student is an integral part; 

- To allow these students to have a week of educational material on the path that follows the pupil and which will be evaluated; 

- Promote the integration and socialization within a group class/section other than one in which pupils are enrolled; 

- Understand the presence of the students accepted as a human resource should be exploited within the group class/section welcoming; 

- Allow the professor to accept a note in the register of the class that does not make use of the Catholic religion and who, during that hour, entirely responsible; 

- Explain to parents what the student when not religion; 

- Explain the record dell'equipe educational activities designed (following the pattern the activity) for optional activities in question; 

- Allow the professor to accept these students to evaluate adequately the card observation four, the skills acquired during the frequency of optional make the student aware of the results achieved or be achieved through the presentation the "milestones" later. 

These provisions are valid for pupils in primary schools than for school of children. In the latter case, teachers in Catholic religion and prepare encourage a shift to other section, as set forth in the design the whole team teaching. 

Recreation 

Within a school day are guaranteed the required intervals between the performance of other activities and, more generally, the recreation of pupils. The adjustment of these moments sphere of education is through the rules school. Time intervals and recreation is part of hours of teaching and the teachers are full responsibility. 

The goals range from mere satisfaction of physiological needs (go to the bathroom, make snack) regeneration physical and psychological, to become an intense and highly emotional investment for many students: the true essence of school for many children of school age. 

In primary school children and recreation time is not socializing structured, is the area devoted to growth in autonomy, and the teacher is the ideal time to observe without interference. If you accept the assumption that socialization is an element crucial dimension of school at this age, then-because it only grows in structured-learning situations recreation becomes an essential moment of the day school. In addition, for the characteristics that life in large cities has failed taking in recent decades, more and more children that the only mature experience free game with peers in the intervals. 

The role of teacher is manifold: it must make the organizer of the frame, the guarantor of cordial and inclusion of all and all, occasionally produces introducing incentives new games, setting rules, proposing the joint reflection and the resulting reorganization. 

Given the pedagogic-didactic value of recreation, every teacher should avoid in all ways of introducing elements of the range degradation, such as its use as commodity exchange, blackmail, the "concession in exchange for"; therefore are prohibited punishment for the cancellation or diversion of time for the recovery of teaching ( "those who do not he finished he does during recreation "or" jumps recreation so learn to behave as you must "). 

When time and the organization of school activities permit, teachers and pupils spend in the recreation yard, outdoor activities with free and/or structured. 

Safety Week 

All users and the staff of the school are actively involved during the week security, in relation to the organization’s need, after the valuation of risks situations in the school. 

The teachers - especially during the "Safety Week" is called a: 

- Designing activities in the preliminary success of the tests and evacuation development of safety culture. 

- Personal attention and speak to the students after the Evacuation Plan in the school through the discovery and guided reading of floor plans, signals, the information related to this plan and in each plexus. 

- Making students feel an integral part of the Plan. 

- Have a daily school furnishings into place functional implementation of the Plan.

- Emergency and of ensuring within the classes or sections observance of established. 

- Appoint within each class or section 's student openline the task of companion guide to the emergency exit, following the escape routes. It’s desirable that the choose to charge students who attend school regularly and are positioned near the exit. 

- Appoint within each class or section screw pupil closeline with the task check that the evacuation is carried out in properly and that all comrades have left the classroom. It’s good that the choice falls on students leaders, who attend school regularly and are positioned far from. 

- Appoint 2 pupils tutor for each student with disabilities, if present in classes or sections. 

- Appoint any pupil helpers which are dedicated to helping students who are caught panic. 

- Recognize formally taking responsibility for these appointments (to be allocated a second referendum class or other significant established by the teacher) by cockade, identification plates on desks, slogans or poems, etc to ratify the confidence granted to students from class group. 

- Create a list of pupils and their elected duties assigned in a well visible class or section, possibly close to the layout of class, as information for other teacher outside the school.

- Raising awareness all pupils so that the next simulation / evacuation tests are marked by seriousness and responsibility of all participants. 

Meeting School - Family 

- The meetings with parents 

Elections representatives of parents interclasse in October. Assembly of parents and 

submission of annual guidelines in October. 

- Receiving individual 

Bi-monthly meetings (October, December, February, April, June) with all the teachers. We must organize a ballot to ensure the privacy of the interview and information. Parents wait outside their turn. 

- Delivery Assessment Papers 

Delivery assessment sheets for families with a personal interview in February (I quarter) and June (second quarter). In these circumstances we must organize and observe a shift from parents to ensure the confidentiality. 

- Desk parents 

Parents will have the opportunity to be heard, get information and clarification, receive recommendations in the "stop parents", which is managed by the teachers as GOSP. 

- Meetings with the O. P. Area 

Parents will be able to meet the operator area of psychology, Dr. Rita Caldarella, every thursday morning after meeting with teacher Instrumental function. 

The construction of the Curriculum 
The Directions to the curriculum of kindergarten and early education are born within a cultural framework within which to rethink the experience of "doing school". This is incipit the presentation of the document presented to the ministerial schools 31.07. 2007 the ex Minister Giuseppe Fioroni. The teachers of the school "Michele Amari, since the beginning of 2007/08 school year, were therefore engaged in the testing of "Directions for curriculum". This involved a considerable amount of study, work and thinking in terms teaching-learning. Teachers were found to experience the field of new targets learning, new models of learning unit and a flexible curriculum school to be built according to the needs of users and in a manner consistent identity culture of each school, also personalizing the learning pathways for children with the basic weaknesses or disabilities or for pupils not speaking outside the Italian. 

The curriculum is organized in kindergarten in fields of expertise: 

- The self and others; 

- The body and movement; 

- Languages, creativity, expression; 

- Speeches and words; 

- Knowledge of the world. 

 

The curriculum is organized in primary school in three areas: 

- Language - art - expressive; 

- Historic - geographically - Social 

- Math - science - technology. 

In the ministerial text are shown learning objectives to be attained by the end of third and fifth year of primary school and third year of secondary school. Are identified the goals of development of skills for each field of expertise, area, discipline at the end of kindergarten, the primary and secondary school. 

Infant School curriculum 

The kindergarten is the aim of promoting the development of identity, of autonomy, competence, citizenship. Developing the identity means learning how to stay healthy and feel safe in new experience in a social environment enlarged. It means getting to know and to feel recognized as being unique and unrepeatable, but also means to experience different roles and various forms of identity: son, student, companion, male female, resident of a territory, belonging to a community. 

Developing the autonomy involves the acquisition of the ability to interpret and govern the their bodies, participating in activities in different contexts; have confidence in themselves and trust the other, realize its activities without discouragement; feel pleasure in knowing do know yourself and ask for help, with different languages to express feelings and emotions, explore the reality and understand the rules of daily life, participate in negotiations and decisions motivating their opinions, their choices and their behavior, take increasingly responsible attitudes. 

To develop the competence means learning to think on through exploration, observation and operation of a comparison, describe their experience and translate trace personal and shared, evoking, narrating and representing shares meaningful; develop the ability to ask questions, reflect, negotiate meanings. 

Develop a sense of citizenship and discover the other, their needs and need to manage conflicts through shared rules, which are defined through relations, dialogue, the expression of their thoughts, attention to the point of view of the first recognition of the rights and duties; means laying the foundations for a I live democratically, ethically oriented, open and respectful to the future of the relationship between man and nature. 

Primary School Curriculum 

Directions to conform to the curriculum (September 2007) the principle that education guides our school is the "centrality of the human person", the person learns that with his individuality and his network of relationships, its membership social, regional, ethnic and culture. The development of the formation of solid citizenship, the possession of autonomy not only of motor, affective and cognitive but are the objective interwoven that our curriculum vertically. Aware that the company is subject to continuous changes that make uncertain and confused the social and professional scenarios, present and future our entire community to ensure that educating the purposes identified in our national document are respected and achieved, in particular, it works for: 

- Offer students opportunities to learn the knowledge of languages and cultural base; 

- Ensure that students acquire the tools of thought needed to learn and select the information; 

- Promoting students the ability to develop methods and categories that are capable of doing by compass in personal itineraries; 

- To promote the autonomy of thought of students, guiding their teaching to construction of knowledge from practical training needs. 

Our school is committed to ensuring the success to all schools, paying particular attention to the support of various forms of diversity, disability or disadvantage. 

The primary school aims to acquisition of basic learning like the first year of constitutional rights. to the students who attend are given the opportunity to develop sizes cognitive, emotional, emotional, social, ethical and religious body to acquire the essential knowledge. It’s the training school which, through the alphabets of disciplines, can exert thoughts of different potential, thereby creating the conditions for the development of reflective and critical thinking. In this way, we hope to train citizens conscious and responsible at all levels, from local to European. 

In this scenario the students are perceived as people with questions of meaning and needs deep, the disciplines are seen as tools for training and is promoted a promoting education interconnections, the school is seen as professional and community education and training plan is the tool which substantiate choices fund, the family is seen as partners and with it hopes an alliance of education. Much has entrusted to teachers, which is expected to be able to promoters of proposals, know accept the person and put the full. 

Local Curriculum 

Teachers of Kindergarten and Primary School - considered Article 8 of Presidential Decree n. 275/99, but also the concept of autonomy whole curriculum centred on the ability of school "to become flexible" in order to combine aspects of homogeneity of the national curriculum with aspects of specific territorial curricula "local"- design learning units taking into account: 

- the temporal flexibility to achieve compensation between disciplines and activities of share national curriculum;

- how to integrate within the school curriculum, the share nationally defined (Directions to the curriculum) with the proportion allocated to EE.LL.;

- Since the school chose to promote within the curriculum the idea of multiculturalism as respect for the individual and the group's knowledge of the traditions local compared with those offered by non-students attending the school, enhancement of cultural resources and environmental land, the process of teaching - learning (motivation, reporting, operation, customization) can and must find satisfaction in an overall restructuring of the school do in a sign of flexibility;

- The flexibility thus becomes the ability to mediate between scientific rigor of knowledge and real needs of pupils, including the guarantee of essential levels and ability to differentiation between growth of the school and local community development. 

- The report teacher / pupil, teaching / learning is, by its nature, flexible because they do not predetermined. Flexibility, therefore, becomes essential support for defining a plan of training really understood how essential tool of education of a school committed to pursue its objectives with regard to training personal, social and cultural development of pupils through effective representation of needs actual and expectations of users. 

- Teachers, therefore, shows that flexibility learning units within the reference explicit paths and activities aimed at enhancement of the local curriculum "and stating in their organization service hours weekly devoted to the structuring and/or depth of that local curriculum you socialize with parents at the first school-family. 

The teachers, from the beginning of the school year, were all involved in testing the "Directions to the curriculum." This involved a considerable amount of study, work and reflection in teaching-learning. Teachers were found to experience on the ground new targets for learning, a new building learning units, a more flexible understanding the school curriculum, however, to be built. However, almost from the beginning, personalized learning paths for children with deficiencies in basic or disability or extra pupils not speaking the Italian language. 

Curriculum of territory 

Teachers have also designed and tested a document of more consonant with new directions. This resulted in a new deal with the consistency of the designed first and then reached by pupils. 

During the 2007/08 school year some teachers participated in a study group formed by teachers of various orders of school (kindergarten, primary and secondary school first grade). The meetings were held on the premises of the Secondary School of First Instance "Don Lorenzo Milani " in order to analyze the National Guidelines for the curriculum and formulate a vertical curriculum which schools can refer to define the school curriculum respecting the peculiarities of each school. Teachers were able to meet and exchange experiences in parallel and have articulated goals and targets for the development of skills that pupils should reach at the end of class and third class at the end of the fifth relatively Italian and mathematics. 

During the current school year an other teacher is a member of the working-group which meets regularly to develop a common legend about to be taken tenths assessment provided by law. 

Our educational offerings 

Curricular enrichment 

In addition to 27 hours of weekly disciplinary curriculum, students are offered optional 3 hours enrichment of training during which they are made, according to the classes and choices made by team teaching, the following initiatives. 

	Projects outside the school 
	Projects within the school
	Initiatives and competitions

	I am the Oreto River of Humanity: The Landing (V class)
	With imagination you can ... (I class) 


	The celebration of grandparents, first class, 02.10.2008



	The school adopts the city (V Classes)
	Theatre Giocorì (I and II classes) 


	The meeting with the Falconry: "We know the birds of prey and knights" (all pupils of the primary school) 28.10.2008 



	Interculture Friends Network Consolata Missionaries (all classes of Primary School) 


	Reading Project at the Library (all classes of primary school)
	The Aristogiochi: path of musical education to support teachers by the Dr. Liliana Minutoli (all pupils of Primary School) 



	Foundation "Tree of Life", multicultural path (fourth and fifth grades) 


	Reinforcement of the English language: Assistant Comenius (all classes Primary School) 


	Meeting with the occasional clown-VIP group (all pupils of the School primary) 



	Legality: Addiopizzo (fourth class) 


	
	National demonstration Telethon 2008, 16.12.2008



	Path on multiculturalism, trainees of the Italian school for foreigners, University of 

Palermo (all primary classes) 

	
	Visit the ENEL power plant of Termini Imerese, (Class IV and V) 18.12.2008 



	Twinning: Sanook, Primary School and intercultural skills in the Land of Smile (Thailand) and in Sicily. "
	
	Visit the Museum Salinas (Palermo), the discovery of the metopes Selinunte together with VIP clowns-class V, 11.12.2008



	
	
	Lecture-concert, sponsored by Diva Bellini in Palermo (Class III, 

20.01.2009)


	To be continued...
	To be continued...
	To be continued...

	
	
	


Extracurricular enrichment 

The extracurricular enrichment activities are carried out in the afternoon that day and time 

are fixed in relation to the characteristics of individual initiatives and as needed 

and organizational management of the school. 

	Activities by School money 
	Activities by European fond 
	Activities Network

	Play communicating
	F1 action, the Museum of children and mothers (pending approval) 
	Network Messina Marine Observatory (Dispersion Scholastic) 



	A school color
	
	CIRCUS school education project to the well-being promoted by CESVOP and VIP



	Palermo and the sea 


	
	SEICK: “Sicilian Euronetwork to Increase  Cooperation and Knowdlege” (ex Euronet)

European Project: Comenius, Grundtvig, Study Visit, Comenius assistent



	The ducks are all equal: Project Cineforum 


	
	School and Library: promotion book and reading  

	Together, moving 


	
	Rete FARO: self valuation of vision e mission of the school



	Riding Hood discovers the colors of the seasons. Discover the wonderful world of color (Infant School). 


	
	

	To be continued...
	To be continued...
	To be continued...

	
	
	


Insights 

(learn more about the school)
Curricular enrichment 

I am the Oreto river of humanity (Fiumara d'arte) 

The project will lead to a real "construction" of something beautiful: on the one hand renewed collective consciousness devoted to beauty, and secondly the establishment of a museum open air as concrete and lasting symbol of that awareness. 

Goodbye Pizzo, Draft education law 

Promoting anti-mafia culture, consumption and critical antiracket and tour in Palermo who says no the mafia. Involving students in this beautiful "adventure" reconquest of civilian city. Managing to pass through the experience of Addiopizzo, that is an anti-mafia route that covers all that is possible in all. 

Twinning Project Thailand 

To relate the Thai way of life, represented by the concept of Sanook (entertainment), with the intercultural competence as: "The ability to acquire a certain sensitivity to intercultural differences and to adapt their behavior depending on the cultural context in which it operates” (Milton Bennet). 

Theatre Giocorì 

Itinerary finalized the acquisition of the capability of organization, socialization, accountability, language skills, critical skills development, art-graphics and technical manuals; of storage capacity, coordination and gesture, rhythm, dance, body movement; acquisition and strengthening self-esteem, respect for self and others, tolerance, personal creativity, ability and emotional control them. 

Foundation Tree of Life 

Project aimed at preventing anti-social behavior in schools and in society through a path of education and promoting the rights of children and adolescents. 

Italian school for foreigners 

Promoting teaching, training and research addressed: immigrant pupils in schools, teachers working in multilingual classrooms. 

The meeting with the Falconry

"We know the birds of prey and knights", we know the raptors: history by Frederick II to the present. 

Diva Bellini Association (concert January 20, 2009) 

Listening to educate the new generations, to promote classical music 

Extracurricular enrichment 

A school color 

Do appreciate the diversity and pluralism as a valuable resource for humans. 

Play communicating 

Using sign language to communicate and motor individually and collectively state of mind, ideas and feelings. In the situation of the game express their emotions with attention to another. 

Palermo and the sea 

Promote the formation of social background to the territory. 

The ducks are all equal: Project Cinema 

Taught to read and understand a film; Promoting incentives for the development of thinking around to a theme, promoting a culture of tolerance, solidarity, human rights. 

Together, moving 

Perform multi-motor activity to grow in autonomy and self-esteem and acquire a healthy lifestyle and lasting; improve the ability and commitment to the resistance is physical and mental; the game live sport to experience the space environment and live in move along with comrades. 

Riding Hood discovers the colors of the seasons. Discover the wonderful world of color (Infant School) 

Playing with colors is a way to learn by playing, what is important is the process research with which we intend to operate the child, knowing that it is essential for further progress. In the garden of the school which is a laboratory, an educational open space the discovery of natural reality, we want to lead students to conduct experiments and comments to grasp elements of novelty and significance seasonal, through its perceptions and emotions. 

Project CESVOP - Vip 

The activity aims to convey the following values to children: cooperation and solidarity; respect for others; concentration.
THE SCHOOL DIRECTOR
Lucia Carmela Sorce (writing)
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